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HELLENIC NATIONAL DEFENCE GENERAL STAFF

 MULTINATIONAL PEACE SUPPORT OPERATIONS 

TRAINING CENTRE

  ARMY BASE ‘’PAPATHEOPHILOU’’ , KRISTONI, KILKIS, GREECE, 

MPO 1004

TEL +30.23410.27468,  FAX +30.23410.27648,  e-mail: mpsotc@e-geetha.mil.gr ,  web: www.mpsotc.gr


    






       Date

Your reference

Our reference

MPSOTC, 

INVITATION 

For Public Affairs Officers in PSOs Course/ 2011
19 Sep - 30 Sep 2011
at  MPSOTC Greece   

1. Background
          To satisfy Peace Support Operations (PSOs) training needs and meet missions’ requirements, MPSOTC, conducts several courses per year for personnel categories that include troops, staff officers, observers/monitors, civil servants and civilian police. One of the courses is the Basic Public Affairs Officer Course, to be conducted from 19 Sep to 30 Sep 2011.
          The maximum amount of slots at the course is 24; however the international students cannot exceed 14. Normally no more than 2 slots will be issued to each interested nation to encourage the largest possible international participation. Each nation may also bid for reserve slots. As a rule participation is regulated on a ‘’first come first served ’’ basis. The closing date for bids is 3 Sep 2011.
2.      Course Specification
              a.          Purpose and Aim
                     The overall purpose of the course is to provide students with a working knowledge of NATO’s Public Affairs policy, responsibilities, procedures and duties of a PA Officer.

 b.
 Objectives




 Through general orientations, one week theory and a one week practice including a two days exercise, the students will receive:

· Familiarization with the Policy, responsibilities, procedures and organization of a PA Office.

· Initial knowledge of Media related issues.
· Basic training in planning and executing PA activities according to NATO PA Policy.
· Initial training in order to be able to recognize and make positive use of the language of journalism.
· Familiarization with the necessary abilities and skills for interviews.

· Basic training as a Spokesperson.




c.

Student Criteria




  To be eligible to attend the course, nominees must fulfill the following criteria:

· PA background (desired, not necessary), assigned or planned to be assigned in a PA position.
· Officers ranging from Captain (OF-2) to Colonel (OF-5) rank. Civilians must be of equivalent ranks.
· Language proficiency: Students must have the following proficiency standards in English, described in STANAG 6001: Listening Good (3), Speaking Good (3), Reading Good (3) and Writing Good (3). 
· Language testing is a national responsibility.
· Basic computer skills.



d.


Security Clearance
UNCLASSIFIED.
e.

Length of Course
Two weeks. 
f. Course fee



100 Euros per week unless it is differently regulated by a bilateral agreement. 

g. 
Finance and Subsidies.
· Salaries and allowances will be paid by students’ national authorities.
· Travel costs, Hotel accommodation and daily meals will be a students’ national responsibility, unless otherwise regulated through a bilateral agreement. 
· Transport from and to MAKEDONIA airport in Thessaloniki is free of charge for all students and will be provided by MPSOTC. 
h.
Currency and Banking


Currency in Greece is EURO (€) which is equivalent (aprox) 1,44 US Dollar ($). The Banking system and large shops normally will accept most of international credit cards.
i.
Medical Emergencies

Students during course will receive all necessary treatment in case of medical emergencies.

j. 
Dress code

Students will have to carry combat uniform (Battle dress uniform-BDU) during training, as well as casual clothes for everyday occasions and social events.  
3.  

Student allocation procedure
a. 
Student Joining Report and Curriculum Vitae

Student’s Joining Report and Curriculum Vitae should be sent to MPSOTC not later than 3 September 2011 Nominations received later than September 3rd will however be processed, if slots will be available.. 


It is important that the invitation itself reach the student on time since it contains information that he/she needs. With an internet connection available, MPSOTC will be able to provide a read ahead package with useful material before the course starts, course curriculum, timetable, welcome letter, application form etc.
 b.      Point of Contact (POC)
                   In the joining report the student should mention a national point of contact (POC) that authorizes him to attend the course. Skip this step if the application forms are attached to an official letter from national MoD, MFA,NATO HQ, embassy etc. 
c.

VISA application
 VISA is a mandatory issue. Please advise your local authorities for visa requirements before you start planning your trip. Important: Visa and Travel arrangements are students responsibility. 
d.

Arrival and departure timings

Once they are in Kilkis, students will be picked up at 07.45 hrs in the morning, on Monday the 19th of September. Students should plan to leave MPSOTC after 1200 hrs in the morning, on Friday the 17th of September, depending on their flights. Any activities in Greece after this timing will be on the individual student expenses.


e.

Application process
The application form can be found on the Internet at www.mpsotc.gr and also attached to this document

The application must be routed through the respective Hellenic Defense Attaché to the Hellenic National Defense General Staff – HNDGS/Operations Directorate/Mrs Rosa KAFKI (tel +30 210.6574191, Fax +30 210.6574130) as well as to MPSOTC (tel +30 23410 27468, fax +30 23410 27648, e-mail mpsotc@e-geetha.mil.gr). 

Then it will be processed and the student will receive well before the course, an official answer for his participation.
f.
POC for Administration and Other questions
Course Director
Cpt (GRC-A) Ioannis NOISAKIS
Phone:
+ 30 23410.27468 (int 141)
Fax :
+ 30 23410.27648
Mobile:
+ 30 6948258278
e-mail:
mpsotc@e-geetha.mil.gr

inoitsakis@mpsotc.gr
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MPSOTC, as a member of the NATO EDUCATION and PSO TRAINING  NETWORK (NEPTN), is one of the 15 recognized PfP/NATO training centers existing in Europe, US and Turkey, as well as one of the 20 recognized UN training centers existing in the world for the conduct of UN Military Observers course. 

